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LETTER 

T O T H E 

AUTHOR 

Sir Charles Grandison. 

Dear Sir^ 
*^^*E confefs the follies of 
grawfe youth without a bluihj 
«*??S not fo, thofe of age. How- 
ever, keep me a little in 
countenance, by confidering, that 
age wants amufements more, the' 
B it 
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'ii can jtiftify them lefs, than the 
preceding period* of life. How 
you may relifli the paftime here kat 
you, I know not. It is mifcelianeous 
in its nature, fbmewhat licentious 
in its conduct ; and, perhaps,, not 
over important in its end. . How- 
ever, I have endeavoured to make 
fome amends, bjr digreffing into 
fubjeds more important, and mote 
fuitable to my feafon of Kfe. A 
ierious thought {landing fingle 
among many of a lighter nature^ 
will fometimes ftrike the carelefs 
wanderer after amufement only, 
with ufeful awe: as iticmumental 
marbles fcatteted in a wide pkadire* 
garden ^nd Cuch diere are) wiU 
caU to recolledion thofe who would 
never have ftnight it in a church- 
yard-walk of mournful yews. 



to 
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To one fiich monument I 'ma^ 
<tiondu<S: yoti, id which is a hidden 
luftrei hke the iepulchral lamps of 
M i imt hot like thok will This be 
€£tii^imed, but mine the brighter 
fcKT^being produced, after £o loi^ 
^oneealmenty into opien day; 



rdmeijfiber that your Worthy 
pah'on^ and oui* o^ftitlioii friend, 
put ibme qiieftiohs on the Serious 
Dramay at the fame tirht when he 
deiifed our fentiments on Originaly 
iSsA on Moral Competition^ Tho* 
I de^^r of bo'eaking thro' the frozen 
obftrti(^iOns of age^ ^id care's in-^ 
tumbent cloudy into that flow of 
thought, and brightnefd of expref^ 
iimi which fubjeai fo polite re- 
quire , yet will I ha^d fLe con- 
jei^ures on them. 

B 2 I be-i 
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* I begin with Original Compou- 
tion ; and the more willingly, as it 
feems an original fubjed: to mt, 
who have feen nothing hitherto 
written on it: But, firft, a few 
thoughts on Compofition in general. 
Some are of opinion, that its'growtn, 
at prefent, is too lu^iuriant ; and that 
the Prefs is overcharged; Over- 
^ charged, I think, it could never be^. 
if none were admitted, but fuch as 
brought their Imprimatur from>^W 
Under/Landing^ and the Public Good. 
Wit, indeed, however briUiant, fhould 
not be permitted to gaze felf-ena- 
moured on its ufelefs Charms, in that 
Tountairi of Fame (if fo I may call 
the Prefs), if beauty is all that it has 
to boaft ; but, like \i}\^£.x9t Brutus^ it 

] fliould facrifice its moft darling off- 
fpring to the facred interefts" of vir- 

\ tue, and real fervice of mankind. 

This 
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This reftriAion allowed, the more 
compoiition the better. To men of 
letters, and leiilire, it is not only a 
noble amufement, but a fweet refuge ; 
it improves their parts, and promotes 
their peace: It opens a back-door 
out of the buftle of this bufy, and idle 
world,, into a delicious garden of mo - 
ral and intellediial fruits and flowers : 
the key of which is denied to the reft 
of mankind. When ftung with idle 
anxieties, or teazed with fruitlefs im- 
pertinence, or yawning over infipid 
diverfions, dien we perceive the 
blefling of a letter'd recels. With 
what a guft do we retire to our 
difinterefted, and immortal friends 
in our clofet, and find our minds, 
when applied to fome fevoiirite 
theme, as naturally, and as eafily 
quieted, and refrefhed, as a peevifh 
?hild (and peevifK children are we 

B 3 all 
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all tiil we fall aileep) wiien laid tq 
the breaft ? Oyr happinefs no longer 
lives on charity \ . nor bids &ir for a 
fall, by leaning on that moft pre* 
carious, and thorny piUow, anotjier's 
pleafure, for our reppfe. How inr 
dependent of the world is he, wha 
can daily iind new acquaintance, 
that at once entertain, ai^d improve 
him, in the Jittl^ world, the minute 
but fruitful oieation, of his owii 
mind? 

Thefe advantages Compofition af- 
ford^ its, whether we write buri^ves, 
prinmo;.hun>bleW«„entE«„fe 
the works <^ others. While we 
biiftle thro' the thronged walks of 
public life, it gives us a reipite, at 
leafl, from <:^e; a pleafing paufe 
of refrefliing recolledion. If the 
country js our choice, or >fefie, ^^ 

It 
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it reToies us from Jloth and feftfua-^ 
lity, which, like ohfcene vermin, are 
apt ^aduaJJly tp creep unpo'ceived 
mto the delightful bowers of our 
redremeot, and to poifoa aU its 
fweets. Confcious guilt robs thl5 
role of its fcent, the UUy of its luftre ; 
and mslkes an Eden a deflowered, 
aiMl dilmal Icen^ 

Moreover, if we qonfider life*$ \ 
endlels evils, what can be morf 
prudent, than to provide fen- con* 
£^tion ijnder. them ? A- confojation 
under them the wifeft of men have 
found in the pleafures of the pen, ^ 
Witnefe, among msuiy more, Thu^ 
cydides^ Xenophofty Tully^ Ovid^ Se- 
ff^a^ Pliny the younger, who lays, 
Jn uxorh infirmitate^ &' anjkorupp 
periculoy out morte turbatusy adjiu- 
difi^ ffnicum doioris levamentumy con- 

B 4 fugio. 
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fugio. And why not add to the^ 
their modern equals, Chaucer -^ Rcew-^ 
kigb^ Bacmy Miltony Clarendon^ un- 
der the fame ihield, ; unwounded by 
misfortune, and nobly fmiling in 
diftrefs? 

Compofition was a cordial to thcfe 
under the frowns of fortune ; but 
evils khere are, which her fmiles 
cannot prevent, or cure. Among 
thefe arc the languors of old age. 
If thofe are held honourable, who 
in a hand i>enumbed by time have 
graiped the juft Iword in defence 
of their country ; (hall they be lels 
cfteemed, whofe unfteady pen vi- 
brates to the laft in the cauie of 
religion, of virtue, of learning ? 
Both Thefe are happy in this^ that 
by fixing their attention on obje<^s, 
moft important, they efcape num- 

berlef? 
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bo'iefs little anxieties, and . that 
tedium vita which often han^ (o 
heavy on its evening hours. May 
not this infinuate fome apology for 
my fpilling ink, and ipoiling paper,' 
fo late in life ? 

But there are, who write with ' 
vigor, and fuccefs, to the world's 
delight, and their own renown. 
Thefe are the glorious fruits where 
genius p revail s. The mind of a \ 
man of genius is a fertjle and plea- 
iant field, pleafant as Elyjium, and 
fertile as ^empe ; it enjoys a perpe- / 
tual fpring. Of that fpring, Ori- 
inalsjaxQ the faireft flowers : Imi-' 
tations are of quicker growth, but 
fainter bloom . Imitations are of two , 
kinds ^ one of nature, one of au- 
thors : "The firft we call Originals^ 
and confine the term Imitation to 

the 
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the ieeood. , J jQmU not enter into 
the curious enquiry of wliat is, or 
n not, ftri^y fpeaking, Original^ 
conteot with what ;iU muft ailoiv, 
thatt feme compactions ai« more £} 
than others ; and the more they are 
fb, I fay, the better. Originals are, 
and ought to be, great favourites, 
for th^ arc great benefactors ; they 
extend ithe lepufolic of letters, and 
ihdd a new prorince to its dominions 
Imitators cmly give us a fort oi du- 
plic^es of what we had, pofHbly 
much better, bcfoisc ; increafing th^ 
m/ere drug of books, while aU that 
mak/es tikcm valuable, kmwkge and 
geniusy are at a ftand. Jhe pen 
of an original writer, like Armiddx 
wand, out oi a toren wafie calk 
a bloonaif^ . iprmg : Out of that 
blooming fpring an Imitator is 3 

tran^ant^ <)f Iwf els, which.iS^m*??! 

times 
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^ But fuppofe an Imtater .to h^ 
moft cxcdjbat (an4 /w^ Jhere. are)» 
jet ftili i^e .b|it vMy builds on an^f' 
0ther> foiuidaticm; his <kbt», at 
lead, equti t9 Ub ^ory; wlucli 
therefprc, on the balance, canndt 
be very goeat; On the cpntraiyy 
an OrigtMoIy tho' bi^t ia<Jiflfarent (it» 
Originality being fet afide), yet has 

Something to boaft ; it is ibmething 
p fey with hin* in H9racey "": 

M-toftftn Pauper in are ; 

^d to {hare ambition- with no leii 
than Cajar, who declared he had 
lather be th^ firft in a Ullage, than 
^e ^cc^id at Ront^, 

8till farther : An Jmtator fhares 

his 
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his crown, if he has one, with the 
chofen obje& of his imitation ; an 
Original enjoys an undivided ap- 
plauie. An Original may be iaid to 

^ be of a vegetable nature ; it rifes 
ipontaneoufly from the vital root of 
genius ;,^t ^rOTev,*it_is not made^: 
Imitations areolten a fort <Amanu- 
foBure wrought up by thoie mecha- 
^icsy^arty and labour^ out of pre- 

N cxiftent materials'liot their own. 

Again : We read Imitation with 
{bmewhat of his languor, who liflens 
to a twice-told tale : Our Ipirits rouze 
at an Original ; that is d perfe<ft 
ftranger, and all throng to learn 
what news from a foreign land : 
And tho* it comes, like an Indian 
prince, adorned with feathers only, 
having little of weight ; yet of our 
attention it will rob the more folid, 

if 
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if not equally new : Thus everjr 
telefcope is lifted at a new-difco- 
vered flar ; it makes a hundred 
aftronomers in a moment, and de- 
nies equal notice to the fun. But 
if an Original^ by being as excel- 
lent, as new, adds admiration to 
furprize, then are we at the writo^s 
mercy ; on the ftrong wmg of his 
imagination, we are {hatched from 
Britain to Italy^ from climate to 
climate, from pleafiire to pleafiire ; 
we have no home, no thought, of 
our own; till the magician drops 
his pen * And then ^ling down 
into ourfelves, we awake to flat 
realities, lamenting the change^ 
like the beggar who dreamt himfeJf 
a prince. 

It is with thoughts, as it is with 
words; and with both, as with 

men : ' 
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^en ; tney may groW old, and di^; 
/ \Vdrds tarniihedj by paiHng thfc^ 
' the siKJUths ^r the Vulgari are ki^ 
aitde as ind^^ty and ok&>kt;e. S^ 
fhoiights, when become too cc»n- 
a^jtit {kould lofe thek currency | 
imd We ihotild lend new metal ta 
the tntnty that is, new itieaning toi 
^ the pre&i The divifipn of tongu^ 
•t BSe^ did mit naore ^^e&uaily 
debar tatt% fifom making thtmfehes a 
name (as the ScriptUFe ^>e^s,) tkln 
the too great concurrence^ or vtmod 
of tonguds w^ do for eves'. Vf4 
/ may as well grow good by another'tl 
tirtue^ or fat by another's food; 
as famous by another's thou^t. 
The World will pay its debt <A 
praife but once ; and inftead iw a^j- 
|)lauding, explode a fecond demand,^ 
a^ a cheat 



If 
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' If it is &id, that ihoft o£ the 
JLatin daffies, aiiid all the Greeks 
except, perhaps, Httntr^ Pif&lar^ 
and Anacreofiy are in the number 
of Imitators^ yet receive our highefl 
applaud ; otir adfwer is, That they, 
th6* not real^ are tfccidenfal Ori^-^ 
fials ; ^e works they imitated, few 
excepted, are loft : They, on theit 
father's decejife, entet as lawful 
hciirs, QSk their eftates in fame ; 
The fathers of our copyifls are fliU 
in pofieflion \ and iecured in it, in 
^ite of Gotbi^ and Flames, by the 
perpetuating power of the PrefsFi 
Very late mufl a modem Imitator\ 
feme arrive^ if it waits for their 
4ec6a&» 

An Original entefs early on 
reputation: Famty fcMCid of new 
glbnes, fofinds her trumpet in 

4 

triumph 
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triumph at its birth ; and yet How 
few are awaken'd by it into th^: 
noble ambition of like attempts ? 
^ Ambition is fometimes no vice in 
life ; it ii always a virttie in 0)m-J 
pofition. High in the towering 
'Alps -is the fountain of the Po % 
high in fame, and in antiqtiity, is 
the fountain of an Imitators un- 
dertaking ; but the river, and the 
imitation, humbly creep along the 
vale. So few are our Originals^ 
that^ if all other books we're to be 
burnt, the letter'd world would re- 
femble fome metropolis in flames, 
where a few incombuftible build- 
ings, a fortrefij temple, or tower, 
lift their heads, in melancholy* 
grandeur, amid the mighty ruiri. 
Compared with this conflagration, 
old Omar lighted up but a fmall 
bonfirCj when" he heated the baths 

of 



oP the ftai'barians, for ef^tfibbntfft 
t(igether,' Witir -the " fame3''^ ^x^H- 
MafifmsLry's --IfirfKirtabRi;; fpoHsi 
tMt^ no pro^kkfifc book- riil^ oBi- 
ftrud the triumphant' priiyj^cife of B^ 
holy Jlcoran round the globe. 

J • If ' • "■' ■ ..•■': I 
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ffde bccaufe tKtf writier^^ MVcft d 
tviS^,* khe- gfSat reaper^ df antli. 
t^ttf iiavii^ Mb noth%'t3tf bfe 
dfeailtcP after tR^; norbebiirietfefe 
huiifeh mind's ' tetinifag tjmli is pa 
<r^teiufe it' is ificiapabld of ptittftrj^ 
fbira'tmprefcedentcd birtfts'; btitb^- 
cabfe illtiwrfetis cxampJfef tngroji^ 
fr^udice^ icadi^'tHitmidaty, They mi \ 
^l^'btit^ attehtiBfti and' fl?"prereilt 
a dtre inipedtt^n of outfiive^; thc)^ 
prejudice our jtidgmfent in favtmr of 
thar abilitib,' and fo leficn the feniS 
of btir owii; and ^^ mtimidaU 

: c • w ' 



us witii the iplendor . of their, rsf 
sown, and thus under difEdence 
buiy ouTt ftrength. Nature's im-^ 
polEbilitieS) and thofe of diffidence* 
\ lie wide afiinder. 

9 

Let it nbt be rufpe£ted, that I 
would, v^eakly infinuate any thing 
in favour of the nuxierns, as com-r 
pared with antient authors; no* I 
am lamenting their great inferiority. 
But I think it is po neceffarj^ inferi- 
ority^ that it is not from divine de- 
fiination, but from fboie cau& fax 
beneath the moon * t I think that 

, • . ... 

^ human ibuls, thro* all periods, are 
equal ; that duie care» and exertion, 
would let us nearer our immortal 
predccefibrs than we. are at preient^ 
and he who queitions and confutes 
this4 will fhow abilities not a little 

.* Engi^ into the Life of iSMwr^ p. 76* 

tending 




t^iding towaiid a j 
eqiijftlity, which he 

After all, ;the Kiift aiuienits ' had 
fio merit in being Ottgimdts^ They 
could not be Imitator si /: Modem 
. writers have a: choice to make ; and 
therefore have a merit in their power. 
They may foar in the r<^ons of 
liberty^ or move in the (oft fetten 
of eafy imitation ; and imitation 
has as many plaufUsle reafons to 
vti*ge, as P/ft^r^ had to ofier to Her- 
cuie^. Hercules made the choice of 
an hero, and j^ became immortal. 

Yet let not afTertors of clajQic 
excellence imagine, that I deny the 
tribute it fo well deferves. He that 
admires not antient authors, be- 
trays a fecret he would conceal, and 
tells the world, that he docs not 

C 2 under* 
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ttndefftand them. Let m be as fef 
from negkaing, as from cqjgnogt 
their admirable compofitions : Sa- 
icted lac dttar i^^ts, apd imriolable 
tteir tow. i^ «"*' iiBdctftanding 
^ i^ ottthdw; Aey affood the ncihkft 
jiouriihment: But let them ncaii^, 

,iii« xjiBahikte/aur own. When; «b 

keadv fet our imagination kindle it 

their diaims 5 wown we writc> tot 

our judgment (hut them out of our 

^ thoughts.; ticat evfia Hsmsr himfelf, 

f» hii royal admirer wa* treated : by 

Idic amic; bid himftandafide, nor 

{JjjkJb. ©or Corapofitibn from the 

beams of our own genius ; for no- 

- ^ing Origifiai can; life, HDthing 

iam^ortal, can ripen, in aoy othor 

» 

n. Vjyluft.we then, you fay, notimi- 
'«ate aotient audiors? Imitate thenif 
' . by 
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He that iitikates die 4ivine lUadi 
idoes net imkate Homer ; but h^ 
who takes the £ime method) which 
HiMwer took, for arrmng at a capa« 
€^ of aceomplifhing a work io 
^eat. Tread ki his (leps to die 
fekibuntaln of knmoitakty; drini( 
where he drank, at the true Helicdny 
that is, at the breaft of nature x 
Imkate ; but imitate not the Com'J 
^ofitimy but the Man, For rtOiy 
not this paradox pa& into a maxim } 
viz, ** The lefi we copy die re* 
** nowned gntients, we (hall re^ 
'( lemUe them the mpre.** ..J 

Bat pofnblf jq^ may reply, thai 
you muft cithey Ji^i^e #w«r, or 
depart from nature. Hof fo : For 
(uppole you was to change plac^, 
|n tin:f, with Hc^ur-y dicn,. if you 

Q 3 ' TO? 
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^arge Mmer «dth ^ iiiiiti^don of 
y0u.. .C^ yovi b^. 1^4- to imjltat^ 
U^imr %X 1vritiDgy«, as you ynxa^ 
have written, \i,Homr, 'ha4 ^*evq[ 
beei}? As {ar as a regard to Witur^f 
«Ad * found, fenfe, will •permit a.de^ 
partOre frojOEi yom: gye^t pr:!pdec^ 
fors ; fo fv, . ambitiou%, depart 
from theto ; the farther fron^ them 
Vi}tr fimiUpuiif^ the nearer ^e you to 
t^pi is^ ^exQ^limce i yojj. rife by iK 

( into d^ Qfiginahf become a nobl^ 
^dlai^al, ^n^t ^^l humblp defc^nd- 

r'^t from the^. Let ¥s build our 

^ Compofitib^is, w^jh t^c fpirit, and 
in the tafte, of the antients; but 

t ^t with^^heir nia^erials : Xh^s will 
they reiemble the flrudures of Pe* 
ricies ■ a% Aliens, whicfe Plutarth 
commends for baying W ^Q ^ of 
jlintiq^t^ ?!| foon as' diey wet« 

. ' built; 
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bi^ All emmence, and diftiiic« 
tion j Ues out of the beaten road ; 
txcuriion, and deviation, are necef- 
kiy to find it ; and the more re^ 
mote your path from the hi^way, 
the more reptttable $ if, like poor 
Gulliver (of whom anon) you fail not 
into a ditch, in your way to glory. 

What gloiy to come near, what 
glory Xq readi, what glory (prefUm-^ 
ptuous thought!) to furpals, our 
predeceflbrs ? And is that then in 
nature abfolutely impofllble ? Or i| 
it not, rather, contrary to nature to 
£ul in it ? Nature Her&lf iets tho 
ladder, all wanting is pur ^mhi^oa 
to climb. For by the bounty of 
nature we ar^ ^s ft^i\g as our prei 
deceflprs^ and by the ^YPur of 
time (which is but another round 
^n nature*^ (cale) we ftand ^ higher^ 



Di9u]4,..;^ith thpfe befiprq thr flp^? 

dci^e^. • ' As. to tl)^y^A»!i</y tbpi^ 
we ||p8,.fpodern8,; U^e wotkj k\«i 
antiq>t^ j .fhore ^i^^ei^t %, .jtbaji 
when they, whom we moft admire, 
^UfiiJ, it.,^4th tbpif f^rae. : H^ve .we 
hqX ^eu\ beauties, pj^ ftars, tPtguickji; 
their defcj^s, as rock«j- Co be (biMia'd : 
the jij^agm^nt of ^ges oft both} w^ 
ctaj^ t<^ .^ndud, a(id . a furc hehn 
tp.ftei^r i|s in our paiTagc.to gfwAer 
pe^fedj.ipBi than theifs? AiJd.ih^I 

tP fajiie.b^ thisJT^ r-fWoofi! 
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Souictmt^i dkiie[iie^ihi tuapagjm^ 

•:-)Far^.'i - •'• ^- ■ Mart- ' 
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It '^ by ^a.fort:oi'.n(Q^l.e.cop|^gft%- 

4 • from 
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£io^ ftigtmirai haSiiaiUy ivith tbeit 

wiiitifigs,^ rftfad i net; hy ainy particular 

for{ii4':ftlKft»' :tbat 'wie can be the 

bflftnr Iwit^ioftwbawent be&re us. 

Ho0e 1^ r fmiir pAagboifin, any do- 

. . • - - 

- EmnAtrsL&nfdmxM ally to many 
ft«l0ifr: 'tfitient atrthonr are our pcm* 
^tiaihXiii^i'hitifrtttCBaA take heed, 
t^ - toy do not {wsma, tiii they 
6i£ayfi' «fter the. maimer oiRme* 
Too formidable an idea df their fu-* 

« 

periority, like a Ipedre, would fright 
W^|oi^.ftf/a proper ufe of our wits ; 
^d-T^^ttrf our underftanding, by 
is^M))g|.fa. giant of thcirs» Too 
great 4,wi9ifor thcaaa la3rs gaaios un- 
der ;reilraint, andddBties it thatliee 
k,G^y t^at: full elbbw-^room, which 
^ .re/:|uifit;e lor Arikmg its moftma- 

fterly 
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Hsffy (Irokes^ Genius is amaftem 
vorkman, karmi^is but an an- 
firnment; and an inftnimclitj • tbo^ 
inoft valuable, yet- not alwayi in^ 
penfable. Heaven will not^' admit 
of a partner in the a<!compiiihmeiil 
of fome farourits -Qiintsi.'- btit r6-> 
je£ling all human means, afiiimes 
i^c whole glory to itfelf. Have not 
^bm^ tho' not famed for erudition^ 
fi written, atahnoft ta pei&iade us, 
tbit they ihone brighter, and fixified 
h^er, for efcaping the boafted aid 
€jf that proud ally ^ 

• I 

y Nor. is it firangej for ^at, fo^ 
the moft part, mean we by genius, 
bi^ the power, of apcosn(4i^h^ 
great things without the m«.m ge. 
nerally reputed necdiary to that 

^ end ? A genius differs from a good 
umkrftandmgt^ as a magician from 



[ «7 3 

f|. good archtted ; that wSb^ liti 

^rudw€ by means ioivi^le^ tB^ 
hf the fldlful ufe of .fiommon tools, 
jEfeoce gnpus has etrervi)een. iufkf 
pc^fd to part^f of fomething divine^ 
Nemo tittfittmi vir nufgrufsfuit, Jim! 
fdiquo afflatu dwim, 

ijgamingy deftitute* of /diis {upe^ 1 
nm aid, is fond^ and proud, of 
y/hsLt has coft it much pains ; is a 
great lover of rules, and boafter of 
famed examples: As beauties lefi 
perl^, who owe half their charms 
to cautious art, learning inveighs 
againft natural unftudied ^ces, and 
fmall harmlefs inaccuracies, and 
|ets rigid bounds to that liberty, tp 
^hich genius often owes its fu? 
preme glory ; but the no-geniuf 
its frequent ruin. For unfnrefcribe^ 
beauties, apd uneiiampled excel* 

loice, 



f^ce, whidt are <^araaertec& ol* 
ge^us, Mu HntJMWt the pale cf 
igetrnifig% aftAorides, and laws $ 
f^fnch pale, - gemus km^ leap td 
cdttie at them : But by diat leap, 
if genms t$ "ixanting, we hets&i «tir 
necks ; we lofe ^at l^tle cre<i^^ 
which poffibly we might have en- 
joyed befbre. For rules, UkecriM^es, 
ifife a needRd aid. to the-lame^ tho** 
in im p cdi ri iei rt to the ftrong. A 
Homer ca(f$ &em away ; -^and, like 

■ • 

J^ra negeufij^ »a(af, ni^il pqn arrogat^ 

by native force of mind, There is 
ibmething in poetry beyond profe? 
i'eafon ; there are myfteries ;i^ ^ not 
tb'be explained, but admited $ ^ich 
tcinder mere profe-men inndels to 
^eir divinity. And here pardon a 
Icconcl paradox ; viz, ** Genius ofteii 

"then 
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f < dcnnimlr; tbst ivMdiBt it» iexfyrlr 

5' IcoGs^ i if/m oifflinitwg bi|^>, .it 



r • 



If I might {peak fitftikr ef JbutRr 
in^ and genius, I would compare 
gfWNB if^ virtiia, ^d letfuing^ to 
jkto« As rifihes i(si0; ««)ft w«iiifi^ 

^otue withott( i&vcK skhcs <mmi 
^gh« hj^ptnei^ (b: genius witbmit 
jfemiilft lettmog cam give t^n^msk' 
rAtr it is.f^ vsi Tgrtncfi Pttumtm 
mp^igtri' imerdum mammtm ^ hi- 
iorttm ; ib M^ mgkft «f leanv»g» 
gomut {bmetuncft 9ti!es its gseat^ 
^Qiy« 0<!niu% tbee9fore».leav»bitt 
thj? i««(^nd' plAee» aoioog vaxxk <|f 
Jfftter^ tcb tb« If^m^dt It ii tlnpk 

merit. 
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iskifit, and' amfaitbn, tio fiio^. OgliC 

on the woHtB of geniw, ' and poicft 

tmt iti cfaahtts. We tnnft juftl^ 

teveicnoe their iaSontmg radius for 

that favoaf } but we muft nmch 

more admire the radiant ftars point- 

tfd out by tbeml 



• r 

I 



A ftat of the fitft- flia^tude 
among the modems was Sbaie^eare^; 
among the antiems, Pindar^ who 
(as Foffius tells us) boaAed of \m 
no -learning, calling himlelf die 
eagle, for his fi^ht abo\% it. And 
^fiich genii as the(e may, indeed, 
have much reliance on their cwtL 
native powers. For genius may be 
compared to the natural ftrengdi of 
the body ; leaming^ to the fuperia» 
duced accoutrements of tfiins-: if 
the firft is equal to the propded 
exploit^ the latter rather encum^ 

beift 



I3«I 

hdn^ ikAXi: a0]fi9 ; ratber. fctank, 
than. proinQtes, the viAoiy. Sacer \ 
mbhmft Deusy iay^s Seneca, Wicb \ 
regaid to the mocal world, confci" \ 
aice^ with' regard to the intelleduil, - 
^ttttusy is that god widiin. Genius 
can iet us.^right in Compofidon, ^ 
without, t]|ie rules of the learned i ' 
as cpn^qcnce &ts us right in lifis^ ; 
withojut the laws of the land y TUt^ 
fingly, can make us good, as nxeas 
dktiy fingly, as writers, can, TooM^ 
times, make us gr^. 

' I £Ly, ^imetimes, becauie there is 
a genius, which (buids^ in need of 
Icamia^ to make it (hine. Of ge- 
nius there are two ipecies, an earlier, 
imd a later ; or cs^^tmjnf^tine^ 
and mlult. An adult genius comes 
out df nature^s hand, as Pallas out 
of Jcve\ head, at full growth, and. 

mature : 
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matJCtn : Sbaiefpeare'B geflkiil \veis d^ 

tiufr kind t On the -ceiMtrat^ ^At^ 
""tRimbleel at the threlli!dl($ dh^ &t 
,' out for di^A€^eh oh ^hW huais t 

Hit- v^' an inBatine' gefdiis^ ;^ a g^ 

be nui^, and' ^cbcatol,^ ol^lt Mi^ 
. ctrnie to ndu^tt Leatiin^'^W^-ift 
^ frarie', and tutor ; but tlHsf nuift 
iisSLj dvcrlaywith an ind^iftetf loarf', 
'vifWth finothecstX)mnit>n'ifeilfe ; aitd 
life' tutor may miflfead^' .twth' pc?- 
dantic prgudicr, wbkfi^Vitfktes th6 
beil underftanding : As too ^eat 
- admirei^ of Ike fetfeer^oP'AeJdfflrch 
hav« fi>fnetiffles fee up thdr ctiiihofitjf' 
dgaiiaft the tme'fei^ of Scffpcuttr ; 
£> t0o »eat admiitn of the tUBxtil 
Iktiien haVe fometime^ ^t lip^ thdr 
aofhorit^, or cxsmiple*, agsdoft 
rcafwL 
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I 

l^e^)t ifiimty niu Jit quinto frbduSiior^Siu 
Ftibula\ 

So* lays tiorate^ (o iays Intierlt ex- 
ample* But reafon has Aot fub- 
fcribed. 1 know but one book that 
can juftify our implicit acquiefcence 
in it: And (by the way) on that 
bobk a noble difdain of undue de- 
ference to priot Opinion has lately 
cafl, and i3 flill calling, a new and 
ineftimable light. ' 

But, fuperftition lor our preat^- 
cellbrs itx. alide, the claiUcs are for 
ever pur rightful and revered mafters 
in CompofitwH \ and our underftand- 
ings bow before them : But when ? 
When a mailer is wanted ; which, 
fometirtics, as I have Ihown, is not 
the cafe. Some are pupils of na- 
ture only, nor go larther to fchool : 
From fuch we reap often a* double 

D advan-» 
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advantJ^e ; they not only rival tiK! 

reputation of the great antient au- 
thors, but alfo reduce the number 

f ' 

of mean ones among the moderns* 
For when they enter on fubjeds 
which have been in former hands, 
fuch is their fuperiority, that, like a 
tenth wave, they overwhelm, and 
bury in oblivion all that went be- 
fore : And thus not oiJy enrich 
and adorn, but remove a load^ 
and leflen the labour, of the lettered 
world. . 

** But, you lay, iince Or iglfia/scat% 
" arile from gaiius only, and fince 
*' genius is fo very rare, it is fcarce' 
'* worth while to labour a, poii^t fo ' 
** muchi from whkh we can rea- 
" fonabfy expert lb little." To 
- fliow, that genius is not fo very rafe 
as yoti , imagine, I Ihall point out 

$ ftrorig 
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lifoi^ infkaces oi it> in a &r di-> 
ijQant quart€r from that mentioned 
dbovre; The. minds of die fciiool- 
mm were almofl as much cloiftered 
■asJOheir bodies '^ they had but licde 
learning, and fewr books; yet may 
th^ mdft learned be itrtrck V4dth 

« 

ibme aftonifliment at their Jo jfingu- 
lar natural iagacityj and moft ex- 
quifite edge of thought* Who 
ti«)uld csqied to find Fmdar and 
Sc9tas, Shahefpeare and Aquit^Sy of 
the fame party ? £oth equally fli^v 
an .originaly umnddbted, energy; 
the 'oigor igmmSy and ael^is ifr^gOy 
burns in both ; . and leaves us in 
doubt whether genius is more e^^- 
dentin the fublime flighjtsand bean^ 
team flowcts «f .poetry, or in the 
profound penetrations, and marvd^ 
xmHy keen and minute dafiin<^ipns, 
ealled the. t^jis $^ :the fchook. 

D 2 There 
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There might have been more able 
confuls called from the plough, than, 
ever arrived at that honour : Many 
a genius, probably, there has been, 
which could neither write, nor read. 
So that genius, that fiipreme luftre 
of literature, is lefs rare, than you 
conceive. 

By the praife of genius we detra^ 
not from learning ; we detra<% not 
from the value of gold, by faying 
that diamond has greater ftill. He 
who difregards learning, fhows that 
he wants its aid ; and he that over- 
values it, (hows that its aid has 
done him harai. Overvalued indeed 
* it cannot be, if genius, as to Com- 
fojftion^ is valued more. Learning 
we thank, genius we revere ;. That 
OTves us pleafure. This gives us rap- 
ture ; That informs. This inspires ; 

and 
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and is itfelf inrpired ; for genius is 
from heaven, learning from man : 
This fets us above the low, and il- 
literate; That, above the learned, 
and polite. Learning is borrowed 
knowlege ; genius is knowlege in- 
nate, and quite our own. There- 
fore, as Bacon obferves,, it may take 
a nobler name, and be called Wif- 
dom ; in which fenfe of wifHom, 
fome are born wile, 

But here a caution is neceflary 
agsdnft the moft fatal of errors in thofe 
siutomaths, thole felf-taught philo- 
fophers of our age, who fet up ge- 
nius, and often, mere y^;»:ii^^ genius, 
not only above human learning, but 
divine truth. I have called genius 
wifdom ; but let it be remembered, 
that in the mofl renowned ages of 
the pioft refined heathen wifilom 

D ^ (and 
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(and th«ir» is riot CMiHan) " tbt 
" world ,1^. .wifd^pt kn^ mt Gady. 
*f and it .fkafed Qwi hy the fQalifih- 
" nefs af preaching to f(£i)e thofe thut 
** believed'^ In the fairyland of 
fancy, gieniiw may wander wild j 
there it ha3 a preatiye power, and 
may r^ign arbitrarily over its qwi| 
empire of chimeras. The wide 
field of nature alfo He& open before 
it, where it nay raiige unconfin?d, 
make what difcoveries it can, and 
fport with its infinite o^jeifts uncon- 
trouled, a$ fai* as vifible patyre ej?;?- 
^ends, painting them as wantonly as 
it will : But what pai|xter of the moft 
linbpynfjed and exalte^ genius can 
l^yg: ys the true portrait of a feraph? 
He !can ^y^ us pnly whgt by his own, 
or others eyes, has been f^en ; tho* 
tjiat indeed infinitely compounded, 
lliftd, tprfcfqued, diftpnpured, o|> 



/ 
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a(^med: In like manner) wkp oaji 
mye us divine truth unreveajcd ? 
Much lefs flaould any prefume to fet 
afide divine truth whiMi revealed, 
as incongruous to their own fagaci- 
tie^.— -Is thi» too fcrioys fQr pay fub- 
je<St? I fliali be more h before J 
clofe. 

Having put in a caveat againft 
the moft fatal of errors, from th? 
too great indulgence of genius, re-- 
turn we now to that too great fup« 
preffion of it, which is detrim,e»tai 
to Compofltion; and end-eavour tq 

yefcue the writer, a& well as th^ 
pian, I have laid^^ that fome are- 
born wife 5 but they, like thpfe that 
are bow dch, by negleaiilg th^, 
cultivation .and produce of theii; 
©wn paflefHona, aijvd by running \x\ 
debt^ may be beggared at laft; and 

P 4 ' lof? 
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lofe their reputations, as yoiangcr 

brothers eftates, not by being bom 
with lefs abilities than the rich heir, 
but at too late an hour, 

/ ' ■ ' 

Many a. great man has been loft 

to himfelf, and the publick, purely 
becaufe great opes were bom before 
hinif Herfnias^ in his coUedions on 
Homers blindnefs, fays, that Ho- 
mer requefting the gods to grant 
hin) a fight pf Achillesy that hero 
rofe, but jn sinnour fo bright, that 
it ftruck/fd»z^r blind with the blaze. 
Let not th? blaze of even Homer\ 
jnufe d^ken us to the difcemmeni 
of our own powers \ which may 
poffibly ict us abov€ the rank of 
Jmitatqrsy who, though moft ex^ 
cellcnt^ {(nd even immortal (as fbme 
of them are) yet are {^'11 but DH 
fftimrtm ^emium^ wx can cxpeft 

the 
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die lafgeil ihare of mcen{e, the 
greateft profufion of praife, on their 
{ecoTidaty altars. 

But farther ftill : a fpmt o£ Imi" 
/^/off hath many ill efifeds; I (hall 
confine myfelf to three^ ^^^fly It 
deprives the liberal and pdliter arts 
of an advantage which the mechanic 
aijoy J In thefe, men are ever en- 
deavouring to go beyond their pre- 
deceflbrs ; in the former, to follow 
them. And fince copies furpafs not! 
dieir Originalsy as ftreams rife not 
higher than their Spring, rarely (o 
high ; hence, while arts mechanic 
are in perpetual progrefs, and in- 
ereafe, the liberal are in retrogra- 
dation, and decay. Thefe refemblc 
pyramids, are broad at bottom, but 
Jeflfen exceedingly as they rife ; Thofe 
refembj? yiyer^ which, from a fniall 

fowntdn- 
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fotintaiofheaid^ are: ^^aihn^ ev^r; 
vddcr aod. wider,, as, fii^y c^. 
Hence it is evident, .that cyi^f^st^ 
portions of underftanding are not 
(a& &me ina^ne) alLoCtod.iaififibKnt 
pfadodk of ime>', for we iis^ m ib&. 
feme periods uadoftaiiding ofing. 
in one kt of artiliksy and decHntog 
ia another, TBcreiKsre naksire ftand$ 
abfelTcd, ^ ow inferiantr in CatD» 
pofition mvBi be cbaigedl oo. ovr*) 
felves. , 

Nay, fi>&r are we firom comply- 
ing with a neceiUty, wlwcb nature 
JIays us u^der> that> S^^mdly^ by a 
foirit of Jmit^tkn WQ conntera^l 
nature, and > thwart her defign. 
She brings u^ into the world aU 
Ordinals : No two feces^ no two 
minds, are juft alike ; but all bear 

nature's evident owk <^ feparatio^- 
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0n ■ thf m. Bom OrigmaUi h^m- 1 
cosier it to, pa& that- we die Copkt f- • 
That loeddling, ape Im^atimy asf 
{<l>oa: as we come to years of Jff<*: 
(UfcrOfon (To let m& fpeak), fnotdiRa. 
tbi? peix» and bipts out jaaimFe's laark;: 
of reparation, cancels her kiod^^ia*- 
tentbn,. deftroys all mental indivi* 
duality ; the lettered world no loager. 
confifts of fingulars, it is a medly, a 
mafs^ and a hundred books, at bot- 
tom, are but One. Why are Mon- 
laes foch mailers of mimickry ? Why . 
jreceivethey fiich a tafeftt ^t imita- 
tion ? \% it not as ^^ Spartan Have? . 
received a licence for ebriety ; that 
their betters might be aihamed of it.? 

■ 

The *third iaujt to be found with 
^ {pirit of Imitafioffisy that with great 
incongruity it makes us poorj^ and 
pfp^d: makes ^s thiqk little, and 

w4te 
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write much ; gives us huge folios, 

which are little better than more 

reputable cufhions to promote our 

repoie. Have hot (bme fevenfold 

volumes put us in mind p£ OvuTs 

fbvenfold channels of the Nik at 

the conflagration ? 

Ofiia feptem 
Pulverulenfa vacant feptem Jmefitmitie valles. 

Such leaden labours are like Ly- 
curgus% iron money, which was fo 
much lefs in value than in bulk, that 
it required bams for ftrong-boxes, 
and a yoke of oxen to draw five 
bxmdred poimds. 

But notwithflanding thefe diiad- 
v^nXsig€SQ{ Imitationy imitation muil: 
be the lot (and often an honoiH^ 
able lot it is) of moft writers. If 
there is a famine of invention in the 

land) 
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land, like Jofeph\ brethren, wc 

muft travel far for food ; we muft 
vifit the remote, and rich, Antients ; 
but an inventive genius may fafely 
ftay at home ; that, like the widow's 
crufe, is divinely replenifhed from 
within ; and affords us a miraculous 
delight. Whether our own genius be 
fuch, or not, we diligently fhotild in- 
quire ; that we may not go a begging 
with gold in our purfe. For there 
is a mine in man, which muft be 
deeply dug ere we can conjedure its 
contents. Another often fees that 

» 

ill us, which we fee not ourfelvcs ; 
and may there not be that in us 
which is unfeen by both ? That 
there may, chance often difcovers, 
either • by a luckily chofen theme, ' 
or a mighty premium, or an abfe>- 
lute neceiEty of exertion, or a noble 
flioke of eihulation from another's 

. gloryj 
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{ctilptmCi and architedtirej & tax 
levied for the flipport of & war< 
Ctefear drOpt his papers when Tulhf 
^ke; and Philip trembled at the 
Iroice of Demofthems i And has 
there arifen but one Talfyy one De^ 
mofi^ms^ in (b long a courfe of 
years? The powerfiil eloquence of 
them both in one ftreamj (hould 
never bear me down into the melan- 
choly perfuaficMij that feverd have 
not been bom, tho' they have not 
emerged. The fun as much exifts 
in a cloudy day, as in a clear ; it is 
outward, accidental circumftances 
that with regard to genius either in 
nation, or age, 

CotteSas Jugat mlteSy fotetnque reducit, Virg. 

As great, perhaps, greater than 
thole mentioned (preflimptuous as it 
may iqund) may, poffibly, arife j for 

who 
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^6 hath fathomed the: mind of 

man? Its bounds are as unknown, 
as thofe of the , creation ; finc6 the 
birth q£ whiehj perhaps, not One 
h^s fo far exerted, as not to leave his 
poffibdlities beyond his attainm^ts, 
his ..powers beyond his ^plcnti;^ 
F<)rfning <»ir judgments, alttogether 
by .what ifef been done, without 
J^IK>wing, or, at all inquiring, what 
.ppflibly migit have been done, we 
Batwally enough fall into too mean 
an opinion of the human miiid/ If 
SL' iketch of the divine Iliad before 
Homer wr^, had been given to 
mankind, bjf .f<*,e filp«ior being, 
or : Other wife, its exfedution"/ would, 
. probably, have appeared beypnd the 
power of man» NoWj to fiirpafs 
it J we think impoiTiblet As the 
firft of thefe opinions would evi- 
dently have been a miftake, wjxy 

E niay 
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may not the fecond be fo too? Bodi 

axe founded on the fame bottom ; 
on our ignorance of the poffible di~ 
menfions of the mind of man. 

Nor are we only ignorant of tht 
<iimenfions of the human mind in 
general, but even of our own. That 
a man may be fcarce lefs ignorant 
of his own powers, than an oyfter 
of its peari, or a rock of its dk^ 
mond ; that he may poilefs dormaM^ 
unfuipe^ed abilities, till awakened 
fcy loud calls, br ftung \ip by ftrikii^ 
emCFgeAcies, is evident from the 
fudden eruption of foine men, out 
<xf peirfed obfcurity, into publick 
admiration, on the ftrc«ig impulfe 
erf fonte animating occafion ; not 
more to the world's great furprize, 
than their oWn. Few authors of 
difHji^oii but haVe experienced 

fomething 
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iS^ething of this nature^ at the 
firft beamings of their yet tinftiir- 
peiSted genius oh thek hitherto dark 
Conipbfition: The. ivtiter &ssx.% at 
it, as at a lucid meteioir in the ili^ht j 
« mnch furpriied 5 can fcar« ht- 
lieve it true; During his 
tonEi£oiij it maj be faid ^o hinij 
as to Mve. at die kkei 

• • - . ; ' . 




Genius^ iii this yiew^ is like a dear 
friend iii our conipan^r iiiider din 
guife J who^ while we are lamehtirig 
nis abieilce^ drops hisi mafk^ firiking 
^%i at once^ with equal iurpri^ and 
joy. This ienfationj which I {peaik of 
in a writer, might favour^ and ib pn^- 
mote^ the faible of potetic infpirdtibil i 
A poet of a ilrbng imagination, and 
ftroriger vanity^ on feeling it, might 

E 2 naturally 
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naturally etiotigh realize the world's 
mere compliment, and think him- 
felf truly inlpired. Which is not 
improbable ; for enthufiafts of all 
kinds do no lefs. 

Siiice it is plain that men may be 
ftrangers to their own abilities ; and 
by thinking meanly of them without 
juft caufe, may pbflibly lofe a name, 
po'haps a name immortal ; I would 
find fbme means to prevent thefe 
evils. Whatever promotes virtue, 
/"promotes, fomething more, and 
carries its good influence beyond 
the moral man : To prevent thefe 
evils, I borrow two golden niles 
from ethics^ which are no lei& 
golden in Compojition^ than in life. 
I. Knouo t hyf elf \ idly y Reverence 
\ thy f elf, I defign to repay ethics in 

a future 
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I 
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I 

a future letter, by two rules from 
rhetoric for its fervice. 

I ft. Kmrn thyfelf. Of ourfelVes 
it may be faid, as Martial £xv^ oi « 
bad ne^hbour, 

Nil tarn propcy froculque nobis. 

Therefore dive deep into thy bo- 
fbm ; learn the depth, extent, biais, 
and foU fort of thy mind ; contra<St 
full intimacy with the fbanger within 
thee; excite and cherifh every ipark 
of intelledual light and heat, how- 
ever {mothered under former negli- 
gence, or {battered through the- dull, 
dark mafs of common thoughts \ and 
colleding them into a body, let thy 
genius rife (if a genius thou haft) as 
the fun from chaos- ; and if I fhould 
then fe;y, like an Indian^ Worjhip it, 
(though too bold) yet fhould I fky 

E 3 . little 
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litde moce than my fecond nde en? 
joins, /'wjjr.^ Revermce thy/eif^ 

ftkat is, let not great cxainples, 
0r authorities, browbeat thy rear 
fon into top great a <liifi(le!nce of 
^yl^If ; Thyfelf fp revcrfence, as to 
priefer the native grpwth of thy pwi^ 
inind to the richeil import from 
alM-Pad ; fuch borrowed richies make 
lis poor. The man whp th^s re- 
verences himfelf, * will fopn find the 
world's reverence t0 foilpw his pwn, 
Hi$ #prks will ftand diftinguiflied j 
his 41^1 f<Je property of them ; which 
prc^Fty done can confer t|ie noble 
title of an auihet ; that is, oH one 
Avho(t6 ipeak accumtdy) thtnk^ and 
fkmpofes'y while other invaders pf^ 
prcfs, how yolumihPMs, and learned 

, __ ' ♦ ' • _ . • • 

foever, {[with due rfefced be it i^ken) 
pnly read^ and liint'e. 

' 3 This 
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1 This is the difiereace h^tweei* 
thofe two luminaries in literature,^ 
the well>accoimjpli£hed j&rhplar, an4 
the divinely-inlpired enthufi^ i thQ 
jfc^ is> 4s the ^ght morning ftar j 
thejecondy as the rifing fun. The 
writer who negle6ls thofe two rules 
above wi^l never fknd ^one ; he 
o^kes one of a groups and thinks in 
wiretched unassimity with the throng: 
Incumbered with the notions of 
others, and impoverifhed by their 
abundance, he conceives not the. lea^ 
embryo of new thought ; opem not 
the kaft vifta thxo' the glo^^n of 
ordimiy wiiten, into the bd^t. 
walks of rare imagination, and fior 
gukr defigR ; while the true genim 
iscTQj^EingaU publick coad& inix) £refH 
untrodden ground; he, up to the 
knees m antic^puty, is treading the 
^cre^: iaOtAe^ q£ great examples, 

E 4 with 
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with the blind veneration of a bigot 
faluting the papal toe j comfortably 
hoping fiiU abfolution for the fiiis of 
his own underftanding, from the 
|)owerfpl charm of touching his idol's 
infallibility, 



Such me^nnefs of mind, fiich 
proftration of oiir pwft powers, pro- 
ceeds from too great admiration 
of others. Admiration has, gene-; ' 
rally, a degree of two very: bad in-« 
gredicnts in itj of ignorance, and 
of fear J and does mifehief in Com- 
pofitioQ, and in Hfe. Proud as the 
world is, there is jaotc fuperiority 
in it gwe^y than ajfumed: And its 
grandees of all :kinds .owe more of 
their eki^ation to the littlenefs of 
others minds, than to the greattlds 
of their own. Were not proflrate 
ipirits their. yx)luntary j)ed^bils, -the 



• 



iigure' tney make among ma|ikkid' 
would not {);and;fo high. Imkatbrs 
and Traf^atars are fomewhat of the' 
pedeftal-kind, and ^metknes radieif 
m& their Or/j^/V/^/Z's -reputation, bys 
ihowing him to be by them inimi-: 
table, than their own. -HQimr^aa 
been translated into moft languages ; 
JE,lian tells us, that ^d^. Indians y 
{hopeful tutors !) hsve taught him to 
fpeak their tongue. What expeft w^ 
from them ? Not Homer % Achilles^ 
but fomething, which, like Patro^ 
dus^ aflumes his name, and, at its 
peril, Appears in his (lead ; nor expe^ 
we Homers Ulyjfesy glwioufly burft' 
ing out df i»s cloud into royal gran- 
deur, but an Ulyffes under difguife, 
and a b^gar to the laft. Such is 
|that inimitable ^ther of poetry, and 
.Oracle of all the wife, whom Ly- 
tur^s tranferibed ; and for an an- 
nual 



•T 
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auftl public tedt»k of wlwft work^ 
f 4^ filiated 9 law ; tibt k is much 
CD Be. fiairedy , dbat Im fn mmercm 
tBoaOttaoiui arc but g$ tbe publiik'4 
■jpflinwpiab of Jo vamy nations, 93ad 
aagsiy that this autbpr ib divine is 
imtranikti^ ftilk 

But here* 

Cynthiu^ aurettt 

and domsnds juAice f|»r his favQurite^ 
4nd oiir9« Great thifigs be has done;, 
but' be m\^ havQ d^fie f^^t^r^ 
What a faH is It from Hovm\ num- 
bers, free ae air, b% «nd bsmw^ 
lUQUs u thj3 rpberes, into diildiib 
ihaieldes, and tinidisig ibtmds I But» 
b) bis M> hft in ftift greati 



! 
i 
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l^J$ thmoifchoingel ruind, a^nd the 

i>f ^hry okfmd^r^ Milt. 

Had Af/7/<?» never wrote. Pope 4iad 1 
been lefs tQ blame: But when in 
Milton s genivB, Homer ^ as it were, 
peripnallv rofe to forbid Britons Ao- 
ing hini- tligt ignoble wrong ; it is 
Jcfs pardonable, by that effeminate 
deco|-ation, to pyt Achilles in petti- 
coats a leecmd time : How much 
noblor had it been, if his numbers 
had rolled on in full flow, through 
the various inodulations of mafculine. 
melody, into thole grandeurs of fb- 
lenm ibund, which are indiipeniably 
fiem^ded by the native dignity of 
heroick fong? How much nobler, 
jf he had rdifted the tenaptation of 
that Gothic dsemon, which modern 

poefy 



( 
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poefy tafting, became mortal ? O 

how unlike the deathlefs, divine har- 
mony of three great names (how 
juftly join'dl), of Milton, Greece, 
and Rome 9 His vcrfe, but for this 
little ipeck of mortality, in its ex- 
treme parts, as his hero had in his 
heel y like him, had been invulner- 
able, and immortal. But, unfor^ 
tun^tely, that was undipt in Heli- 
con ; as this, in Styx. Harmony 
as well as eloquence is eflendal to 
poefy ; and a murder of his mufick 
is putting half Homer to death. 
-. Blank is a term of diminution ; what 
/ "we mean by blank verfe, is, verfe 
unfallen, uncurft; verfe reclaimed, 
reinthron*d in the true language of 
the gods; who never thunder'd, 
nor iuiFer'd their Homer to thunder, 
in rhime ; and therefore, I beg 
yovi, my Friend, to crown it with 

fbme 



Ibme nobler term ; nor let the great? 
neCs of the thing lie under the de- 
famation of (lich a name. 

But iiippofing Popes Iliad to have 
be^ perfed in its kind ; yet it is a 
Tranjlation ftill ; which diiiers as 
much from an Original^ as the moon 
from the fun. 

''---PhcBben alimo jujferat igne 



Impleriy folemque fuo. Claud. 

' ' ' ■ • . ■- « 

But as nothing is more eafy than to 
write originally wrong; Orig^als 
are not here recommended, but un- 
der the ftrong guard of my firft 
■t\jSsr-—'Kmm thyfelf. LfUcian^ who 
was an Original, neglected not this 
rule, if we may judge by his reply 
to one who took fome freedom with 
him. He was, at firft, an appren- 
tice to a ftatuary ; and when he was 

refleded 



itjlodted Oft as fuch, by h&tig Called 
Phmttieus, he replied) " I am itt- 
** deed the inventdr i^£ aew wbrk^ 
*' the model of which I owe tb hone ; 
^' «bd, if I (b fifi)t eicecute it well, i 
*« dtifewc t6 be tdra by twelve yul- 
«* tttWj inflaad ©f diidf* • 

tf fb, O Gui/iver- / doft thou hoi 
Ihudder at thy brother Luciano vul- 
turs hotrteririg o'er thee? Shudder 
Oh I they Ganribt :di<3ck tneb mbre^ 
thsffi deetlity ^ ^eeti iktckM hf 
^&i!st4_ tAoiff \mt- ^y H<m^hufjm 
lltfowti thy jud^i»it ten ks fea^^ 
iihj Idid thy im^ihadbhiii the mire ? 
tti what <^4ure haft thou dipt thy 
j^hcH? What a monfter haft tiBsntf 
thtde ^ the 

■Human fate divined Milt it 

• » - 

Tkit 9ii39Cer hss fib fating hrnma^ 

nature^ 
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nature, as to ^ve a deflftohfliatiGBi m 

liimfeif) tfa&t icdeieiTastolKlaticifiBdi 

, But, fky his whdldale admireiC) F^ 

^ cxmldjh liavewtitten; true, tndFeviw 

wouki, If it required )gceat abilities tft 

iK)mmit the &uk; goater Ml woaiil 

Jbave fai^ ]aun ^ijtxrit; Butwhena 

! aiife fuch waim adt^ocates for didi a 

perfbrmafiKs? Fibm iiakie, 'viv* h^^ 

fore a chaca£ter is dbblliSufd, mei^ 

md&es fame ; altGrwuds fune mdceb 

i^ fnerit. ^w^f is ttat ceoamended ^ar 

diis {Hece, but this piect for Sv»fi» 

-He has ]^««ii us., jfonne beaoiate which 

id^fetve aM our pmife jjoid om Gos^ 

Ibrt isy that his fiiults will slot be^ 

<ome comihon ; for hoiK can be 

^ilty of thenn, but who haire Wfl 

as wdil as re|mtauc»i to f^^A^i Hk 

wit had been le^ wild, if his tern* 

p»: had not jo^ed his ji^ginenit. 

if his fav&ii^rlie HouyhtiuMxts GonAd 

• - write. 
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iwnte, . and.iib^. had bieen one g£ 
ibe^^^e«e^:bor^e!wit:E.iIim ^axM 
laine l^eeh abst^, arid he would have 
imtten a panegpick. . on mankind^ 
^&ddlihg \Kith much ; repcoach the 
firdient heroes, of his '^enii On the 
amtfaiy, htiag bomraiEaongft: men, 
jWld, o£. confequencse, piqued .by 
many, and peeviik at joore, he h^ 
iblaiphemed a jiature little lower than 
that of angels, and afllimed by far 
hij^eb thandot^.: But furely the con'- 
i&sij^t of ihsi world is not. a ^eater 
virtjuc, thftDL-ihe contempt of taaUr 
Jmd is a vice. ; Therefore! wonder 
that^ though forborii by. q^er?, , tfae 
laughter-loving Swift -wzs not re- 
;pfoved by the venerable Dean, who 
cpiild ibnietimes be very graVe. ,; - 



-.r 



For I remenabef, as I and others 
Ivvere taking with him m even^ig^s 

walk. 
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Walk, abdut a mil^ out of 2W//W, 
he ilopt ihort ; ive pafled 6n i but 
petceiving that he did not FqUoW^ us^ 
I weiit back; and fotinjd him £xfd 
as a fkatiie, and eiurheftly gating up^ 
Ward at a noble ebio, which in its 
uppcrmoft branches was much tvi- 
thfired, and decayed^ Pointing at 
itj he faid, «* I {hall be like that 
" tree, I fhall- difc at top." As in 
this he feemcd. to prophefy like the 
Sybils J if, like one of them, he had 
butnt part of bis works, efpecially 
t6is bkfted branch of a noble ge- 
nius, like her. too, he might have 
jrifcn in his demand for the reft. 

m 

Would not his friend Pope have 
fucceeded better in an ortp-i^al at- 
tempt ? Talents untried are talents J 
unknown. All that I know, is, 
that, contrary to thele fentiments, 

F he 
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he was not 6nly an avowed profeffor 
of iifiitatioh, but a zealous r^com- 
iTiendcr of it alfo. Nor could he 
recommend any thing better, except 
emulation, to thofe who, write^ . One 
of theie all writers muft call to their 
aid ; but aids they are of unequal 
repute. Imitation is inferiority con-^ 
feffed ; emulation is fuperiority con- 
tefted, or denied ; imitation is fer- 
vile, emulation generous ; that fet- 
ters, this fires ; that may give a 
name ; ,this, a name immortal : 
This made Athens ^ to fucceeding 
ages the rule of tafte, and the ftan- 
dard of pcrfedtion. Her men tof 
genius ftruck fire againft each other ; 
and kindledjbyconflid, into glories, 
which no time fhall extinguifli. 
We thank Efchylus for Sophocles ; 
and Parrhafms for Zeuxis ; emula^ 
- tion^'ioi both. That bids us fly the 

gene- 
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geftetai rault o£ imitators', bids ti4 
'fiot- be ft ruck SS^th the loud report 
of former fame, as with a knell, 
which damps the fpitits; but, as 
with a trumpet, which inlpifes ar- 
dour to rival t!ie' rerioWn^d. Emu- 
lation cxhbrts us* inftead of learning 
our ' difcipline for ever, like ray^ 
trodps, under an'tieht leaders in com* 
pofition, to put thofe laurel'd vete- 
ranS iii fome hazard of lofirig their 
fuperior poftsr in glory. ' !'. • 

Such is emulation's high-fpirited 
advice, flich hef immortalizing call. 
P^*e would ndt hear, pre-engaged 
With imitation; whith' tleiled him 
with all her ciha^ms. He chofe ra- 
then with his namefake of , Greece. 
to triumph in the old world, than 
to look out for a new.' His tafte 
•partook the erroir of his religion ; it 

Fa denied 
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denied not woifliip to faints ;u)d 
angels ; that is, to writers, who, 
canonized for a,ges, have received 
their apotheofis from eftabliflied and 
univerfal fame. True poefy, like 

^ triie religion, abhors idolatry y add 
though it honours the memory df 
the exemplary, and. takes them 
willingly (yet cautioufly) as guides 
in the way to glory ; real, though 
unexampled, excellence is its only 
aim ; nor looks it for any 'm(miiu 

V tion leis than divine. 

Though Pope's noble mufe m^ 
boaft her illuftrious dcfcent from 
Homer, Virgil, Horace, yet is an 
Origmal SLUthor more nobly born. 
As Tacitus fays of Curtius Rufus^ 
an Original author is born of him- 
felf, IS his own progenitor, ^nd will 

propagate a numerous off- 

. fpring 
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foring of imitatora, to eternize his 
dbry ; whik mule-like imitators die 
withofot iffue. Therefore, though 
we ftand much obliged for his giving 
us an Homery yet had he doubled 
our obligation, by giving us—a 
Pope, Had he *a ftrong iroagina^ 
tion, and the true fublime ? That 
granted, we might have had two 
Homers inftead of one, if longer had 
been his life ; for I heard the dying 
fwan talk over an epic plan a few 
weeks before his deceale. 

B^<?», under the fliadow of whofo 
great name I would flielter my pre- 
ifent attempt in favour cS Originahy 
iays, ** Men feek not to know their 
« own flock, and abilities ; but fancy 
<^ their poffcflions to be greater, and 
<^ their abilities lefs, than they really 
« are." Which is* in effe<a, faying, 

V % "That 
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' ** That w^ ought to exert more than 
** we doj and that, on exertion, 
** our probability of fucceis is^eater 

^ ** that! w^ gopqeive," 

Nor have I Bacons opinion only, 
but his aillftance.too, on my fide. 
Hi? mighty mind travelled round th^ 
intelledual world; and, with a more 
^han eagle's eye, faw, aijd has pointed 
QUt> blank fpaces, or dark ipots in 
it, op whi^h the human < mind never 
ihonc: Soine of thefe h?iye bec^v 
enlightened fince j Ibme ^re b€' 

aaghtdWlf 

Moreover, fo boundlel$ are th? 
bold exc^r^ions of the human mind, 
that jn the vaft void beyond r^al 
«?xifl:enc^, it can call forth fliadowy 
being?, aii4 unknown woflds, as 
DymerQus, ^s bright, and, perhaps, 

.. . . • ^8 
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as lafting, as the ftars; fuch quitc- 

OTiginal beauties we may call para- 
diraical, 

' N atos fine femine flores. Ovid. 
When fuch an ample area for re- 
nowned adventure- in original at- 
tempts lies before us, fhall we be as 
mere leaden pipes, conveying to the 
prefent age fmall ftreams of excel- 
lence from its grand referyoir in an- 
tiquity ; arid thole too, perhaps, 
mudded in the pais ? Originals fhine, 
like comets ; have no peer in their 
path; are rival'd by none, and the 
gaze of all : All other compofitions 
(if they fhine at alj) fhine in chiflers; 
like the flars in the galaxy; where, 
like' bad neighbours, all fufFer from 
all; each particular being diminifh- 
ed, and almoft lofl in the throng. 

If thoughts of this nature pre- 

F 4 vailed ; 
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veiled ; if ^tients and modern^ 
were po longer coniidcred as mafters 
^nd pupils, but as hard-matched ri- 
vals for renown ; then modems, by 
the longevity of their labours, might, 
pne day, become antients them-t 
fclves^: \And old time, that beft 
weigher of merits, to keep his ba» 
Jancc even, might have th^ golden 
weight of an Augufiqn age in both 
his fcales : Or rather our fcaje might 
ddcend; and that of antiquity (as 
3 modern match for it ftrongly 
foeaks) might Uck th^ beam^ 

And why not? For, eoniider^ 
fme an impartial Providence Icat- 
|?ers talents indifferently, as thro* all 
orders of perfons, fo thro' all periods 
pf time; fmcey a marvellous light, 
pnenjoy'd of old, is pour'd on us by 
feyelation, with larger profpeds 

^xte^iding 
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e^teiiding our underAanding, with 

hrighter objects erfriqhitig our ima- 
gination) with an- ineftimable prize 
fctring our pafEons bii fire, tfau3 
ftrengthoiihg every power that ca- 
ables compofltioa to iHine;\^»c^y 
there has been no M in man on this 
iide Adam, who left no works, and 
the works of all other antients are 
our auxiliars againft themfelves, as 
being perpetual fpurs to o^r ambi- 
tion, and fhining lamps in our path 
to fame > fince, this world is a 
fchool, as well for intelledual, as 
jnoral, advance ; and the longer hu- 
man nature is at fchool, the better 
fcholar it (hould be ; fmce^ as the 
moral world experts its glorious mi- 
lerinium, the world inteljedual may 
hope, by the rules of analogy, for 
fome fuperior degrees of excellence 
tQ ^rpwn her later f<?en^s ; nor may 

it 
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it only hope, but muft enjoy them 
too ; for Tully^ ^intilian, ^nd all 

'' true critics allow, that virtue afTifts 
genius, and that the writer will be 

N. more able, when better is the man 
— ^All thele particulars, I fay, con- 
fidered, why fhould it feem altoge- 
ther impoflible, that heaven's lateft 
editions of the human mind may 
be the moft corred, and fair ; that 
the day may come,, when the mo- 
derns may proudly look back on the 
comparative darknels of former 
ages, on the children of antiquity ; 
reputing Homer and Demojlhems^ as 
the dawn of divine genius; and 
Athens as the cradle of infant fame ; 
what a glorious revolution would 
this make in the rolls of renown ? 

What a rant, fay you, is here ? 
■I partly grant it : Yet, confider, 

my 
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ijiy friend ! Joiowlege physical, ma- 
thematical, moral, and divine, in- 
creafes ; all arts and fciences are 
making confideratple advance ; with 
diem, all the accommodations, or- 
naments, delights, and glories of hu- 
man ' life ; and thefe are new food 
to the genius of a polite writer ; 
thefe are as the root, and compojd- 
tion, as the flower ; and as the root 
Ipread.s, and thrives, fhall the flower 
fail ? As well may a flower flourifli, 
when the root is dead. It is pru-» 
deijce to read, genius to reliih, 
glory to furpafs, antient authors; 
and wifdom to try our fl:rength, in 
gH attempt in which it would be no 
great difhonour to fail. 

Why condemn'd Marp his admi- 
rable epic to the flames? Was it 
flQ% bepaufe his difcerning eye faw 

fome 
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feme length of perfedion beyond it ? 
And what he faw, may not others 
reach? And who bid fairer than: 
cur cottfttrymcn tfor that glory ? 
Softiething new may be expeftcd 
from Britons particularly ; who fcem 
not to be more fever*d from the rcff 
of mankind by the furrounding fea, 
than by the current in their veins ; 
and of whom little more appears to 
be required, in order to give us OW- 
ginalsy than a confiftency of cha- 
rader, and making their compoii- 
tions of a piece with their lives. 
May our genius fhine ; and proclaim 
ns in that nobler view ! 

— minima contentos noBe Britannos. Vikg; 

And fo it does ; for in polite compo-^ 
fition, in natural, and mathematical, 
knowlege, we have great Originals 
already : Bacon, ■ Boyle, Newton^ 

Shakejfpeare^ Miltm^ have (hewed 

us, 
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US, that all the winds dumot h\o^ 
the Brit^^&% facdier, than afloti- 
giosd :^ifit can ,mtm^ ihe BfMfi 
fyaac% their iximes go ipund. the 
ivofid ; an4 iwiat ibfcigri gemiss 
•ftrikcs not ss they^S? Why flibuM 
not their pofterity fembark in fHe 
•fame bold bottom of new enter- 
pii25e, and hope the 'ferne fucceis? 
Hope it they may; or you muil 
aflert, either that thofe Originals^ 
ivhrch we already enjoy, were written 
by angels, or <3eny that we are men. 
As Simonides faid to Vaufaniasy rea- 
fotti flioiild fay to the writer, " Re- 
" member thou art a man." And for 
man not to gralp at all which is lau- 
' ds^bk within his reach, is a diflionour 
to human nature, and a difobedience 
to the divine J for as heaven docs 
nothing in vain, its gift of talents 
implies an injundion of their ufe. 

A 
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* A. fiicnd of mine has obeyed thaf 
injuQ^tton; hc.has relied on himfelf, 
and with, a genius, as well nioral^ as 
original (to fpeak in bold terms), 
has caft out evil {pirits •; has made a 
convert to virtue of a . fpedes of 
compofition, once moft its foe. : As 
the firft chriftian emperors expell'd 
dtemons, and dedicated their temples 
to the living God. 

• • * . - 

But you, ^I know, af e fparing in 
your praife of this author ; therefore 
I ^yill Ipeak of one, whifch is fure of 
your applaufe. Shakefpeafe mingled 
no water with his wine, lo^sVer'd his 
genius by no vapid imitation. Shah- 
fpeare gave- us a Shahsfpiare^ nor 
could the M in antient fame have 
given us more. . Shakefpeare is not 
their Ton, but brother ;. their equal ; 
and that, in fpite of all his faults. 

' Think 
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Thipk ydti this top bold ? .Cpn- 

t fider, in, thofe aritients what is it: the 
world i : admirjes ? N^ot the. fewnefs 
of their, faults, but the number and 
, brightAftft of theif Ijeauties ; md if 
- Sh'^kfpeare. is theirs equal (as; he 
doutjtlefs.is) in that, which in thesi 
, is adnaired, then is Shakefpeare A& 
r gjeat as they; and ^not \napo|«acf, 
Ijut foijifothcr caufe,muft bechargad 
with his defeds. When we are let- 
ting thefe great men in competition, 
what but the coftiparative fize of 
their genius is the fubjea of QVjr 
inquiry? And a giant lofes nothii% 
of his/ize, thp' he fliould chance to 
trip in hi« race. But it is a corn- 
pliment to thofe herqes of antiquity 
to fuppofe Shahefpeare their equal 
only in dramatic powers ; therefore, 
though his faults had been greater, 
the fcale would ftill turn in his fa- 
vour. 
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voiin Inhere is st lea(l as mutti 
genius on the BHtifh as^ on the 
Grecian ftage, tho' the former is 
not fwept ib clean ; ib clesa from 
violations not only of the dramatic^ 
but moral rule ; for an honeft hea- 
then, on reading fome of our cele-* 
brated fcencs, might be ferioufly con- 
cerned to fee, that our obKgations to 
the rd^on of nature were canceFd 
by Chriftianity. 

yobnfon, in the ferious drama, is 
as much an imitator, as Shakefpeafe 
is an original. He was very learned, 
as Sampfon was very (irong, to his- 
own hurt: Blind to the nature of 
tragedy, he pulled down all anti- 
quity on his head, and buried him-* 
felf under it; we fee nothing of 
yobnfon^ nor indeed, of his admired 
(but alfo murdered) antientsj for 

5 what- 



«, 



What 0^e in thihinotkn ih ajdoiid 
<5n tb& ^oet ;• and Caialmi ' ihighit 
haye^bee^ a' -good pla^, if Swk^khsA 



never wnCt 






Who kndWs whether Jfoi^^^^ 
might ncft have thoi^ht ie^ if he had 
read ipp^ \. Who knows if he might 
not have laboiired undfer the load of 
y<tbftfon% iearnin^^ as Enc^ados un« 
der jed^/ii^ f^ His mighty geniu^, in- 
deed,' thtot^ the.moft mountainous 
<>ppr^i2i{)n would have breadied out 
ftole of his- iiiex^guifhable fire ; 
yetj ^poBMjy he might ndt h^ve rifen 
up into that ^aht^ that much mord 
than common man, at which we 
now gaze with amd2emeiit, "^tid 
delight. Perhaps, he was a^^eMiied 
a& his dramatic. province required; 
for whatever other learning he Want- 
ed * he was mafter of two books. Uft- 

G known 



laoim to panf of tbe ^f^fleuhdly 
vtady . thou^ bo6k% wbk^ the laft 
eanflj^pdan alone can cleftr<^ ; the 
hook, of nature, and that of man. 
Thefe he had by heart, and has tran- 
icribcd jsanj admird^ p^^es of 
iibfiaa^ into his immortal works* 
Thik ttt the fonatain-head) whence 
iSbc CcfiaRan &tca.aiiieS ifrigiksi com* 
pp^Uo&.Eow; and thefe are often 
xQildded hf other waters, tko* waters 
in their, diftind chanel, moft whole- 
£>piid at)d pure: As two chymical 
liqvdrs^; fepaiatdy clear as eryfta}, 
groxy foul bymiidnre, and oIKsid the 
£ght* So that he had not only 99 
much learning as his dramatic pro- 
▼inc€ ifjquired, butj perhaps, as k 
ffoni^ hklf bear. If Milton had 
^red ibme of his learning, his mule 
would have gained. more gloiy, ^an 
he wonkS bare toil, by it, 
'- - Drydm 



DrydeHy deftitute of* Shdh/^iare\ 
genius, h^d almdft as much learning 
as johnfofty and, for the bufkin, quite 
as little tafte. He was a ftratager to 
the pathois, - and, by numbers^ ex^ 
preflionj fentiment, attd every othef 
dramatic cheat, ftrqve to make a- 
mends for it; as if a faint could 
make amends for the want of con^ 
Icience 5 a foldier, for the want of 
valour 5 or a veftiil, of modefty, 
*the noble nature of tragedy dif- 
claims an equivalent ^ like virtue, i% 
demands the heart; and Drydeti 
had none to give. Let epic poeta 
thinhy the tra^dian's point is rather 
to fed ; fuch diftant things are a 
tragedian and a poet, that the latter 
Indulged, deftroys the former. Look 
on Barnwelli and Effex^ and fee how 
as to thefe diftant charaders Drydm 
excells, and is excelled* But the 

G 2 ftrongeft 
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dirongeft demoiiftratioxi of his nof 
tafte for the bu{kin, are his trage- 
dies fringed with rhyme ; which, in 
epic poetry, is a fore difeafe, in the 
tragic, abfolute death. To Drjdens 
enormity, Popes was a light offence. 
As lacemen are foes to mourning, 
thefe two authors, rich in rhyme^ 
were no great friends to thofe folemn 
ornaments, which the noble nature ' 
of their works required. 

Muft rhyme then, fay you, be 
baniflied ? I wifli the nature of our 
language could bear its intire expul- 
fion ; but our lefler poetry ftands in 
need of a toleration for it; it raifes 
that, but finks the great ; as fpangle^ 
adorn children, but expofe men. 
Prince Henry belpangled all over in 
his oylet-hole fuit, with glittering 
pins ; and an Achilles^ or an Al- 

manzory 
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manzor, in his G<?/-6iV array ; are very 

much on a level, as to the majefty 
of the poet, and the prince. Dry den 
ha4 a great, but a general capacity ; 
and as for a general genius, there is 
no fuch thing in nature : A genius )^ 
implies the rays of the mind con- 
ccnter'd, ;and determined to fome 
particular point ; when they are feat- 
ter*d widely, they adb feebly, and 
ftrike not with fufficient force, to fire,^ 
or diflblve, the heart. As what comes 
fiomthewri«r-sheart,reachesours; 
fo what comes from his head, lets 
our brains at work, and our hearts at 
cafe. It makes a circle of thoughtful 
critics, not of diftrefled patients ; and 
a paffive audience, is what tragedy 
requires. Applaufe is not to be 
given, but extorted ; and the filent 

• • » 

iapfe of a fingle tear, does the writer 
Uiorc honour, than the rattling 

G 3 thunder 
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thunder of a thoufand hands. Ap^ 
plauding hands, and dry eyes (which 
during /)ry</<9«'$ theatrical reign oftfn 
met) are a iatire on the writer's- ta^ 
Jent, and the Ipe^ator's tafte, Wfcen 
\>y fuch judges the laurel i$ blindly 
given, and by fuch a poet proudly 
leceivwl, they refeeible an intoxi- 
cated hoUet and his tailclei» ^c^^ 
over ibme {parUing adultera^an, 
commending their ChampaigQ* 

But Dryden has his glory* tha 
not on the ftage ; "What an iuimi* 
table original is his ,odc ? A finall 
one, indeed, but of the firft luftre, 
and without a flaw \ and, amid th^ 
brighteft boaits of antiquity, it ^ay 
4ind % foi]. 

Ampng the brightcft of d^ fe^ 

^«:i>s» Mr. 44difm fixuft tak? W 

^ place, 
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iilace. ' • Who does not approach his 
qhjtmaef with gjreat rcfpea? They 
who refoTe to clofe with the publiq 
In his praife, refufe. at their |te|-il. 
Bui, if men will be fond of their 
QWn^^))Dions^ {bme haz£ird mufi; b4 
run. He had, what ^ryden and 
Jchnfm w9sAisi^i a warm, and &el« 
ing he^t ; hot^ being of a geave 
Itnd b^^ nkure^ thro* a phiIo» 
]bf^c.f^krve» and a ibtt of aioral 
prudefj', he concealed it, where he 
ihoill^ haive let loofeall his iire, and 
haveibow'd die sloft tendier feoiir- 
\^m <tf li^art At his eddbrat^^ 
CSfitf, ^ tears are (Ked, but (7iiA7 s 
own I which, indeed, are tiuly 
gicaV hut unafieding, except to the 
noble few, who love their coiantry 
better than themlelves. The hviSs. 

« 

of maddnd want virtue enough to 
be touched, by them. His Arength 

G 4 of 
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pi genius has reared up one gloi-iouf 
image, more lofty, and truly golden, 
than that in the plains of Dura^ for 
cool' admiration to gaze at, and 
warm patriotifm (how rare!) to Wor-? 
(hip ) while tho(e two throbbing 
puUes of the drama,- by wkicii alone 
ft is fhown to live, terror and fnty^ 
liegledtd thrp' the wholes leave QUf 
immplened hearts at perfed peace. 
Thus the poet, like bis he^ro, tiiro> 
miftaken excellence, and virtue over. 
(lraiii*d, becomes a fort of fidcide ; 
and that which, is moft dramatic iii 
^hedfama, diesk All his chanxisbf 
poetry are but as funerat ilowJErs^ 
which adorn; all his noble fenti- 
ments but as rich fpices, whici^' em<; 
fjalm, the tragedy deceafqd. 

Of tragedy, pathos is not only 
tji^ life and foul, t}ut the ibul 



inexdhgui£hable ; it charms xis thro* 
a thoufand faults. Decoration^ 
which in this author abound, dio* 
they might immortalize other poefjr, 
are iSat fplendida peccata which damn 
the drama ; while, on the cont^rary, 
the murder of all other Iseauties is a 
venial fin, nor plucks thp laur^ 
fix>m the tragedian's brow. Was it 
otherwile, Shahffeare himfelf would 
run fome hazard of lofing his 
crown, 

Sacrates frequented the plays of 
Euripides ; and, what 'living S(h- 
iiratesi wpujd decline the theatre, at 
the reprefentation <^ Cato f %tlly% 
afTaillns found him in his litter, read- 
ing the Medea of the Grecian poet^ 
to [M*epare himitelf for death. Part 
of Cato might be read to theiapie 
^^t Ift the weight and dignify 
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of moral reflexion, AdM/on re- 
iembles tbiit poet, who was called 
the dramatic philoibpher ; and is 
lumielf, as he iays of Cato^ amU' 
tioufy frntentioui, 'Sjiot as to the 
fiogular talent £> remarkable in Em* 
ripides^ at melting down hearts into 
Che tender ftreams of grief and {uty, 
there the refemUance £uls. Hk 
beauties i|>arkle, bat do not wami^^ 
tbey ^>arkle as ftars in a frofty ni^it 
Th^e ^ indeed, a conftellation ia 
his play ; there is the phUofbpho', 
patriot^ orator, and poet ; but where 
is the tragedian ? And, if that is 
wanting, 
Cur m ibtatram Catcjivere vmifti^ 

Mart. 
Ajnd, when I recdled what pafled 
between him and Dryderty in rela<f 
tion to this drama, I muft add tlie 
MXt line, 

An 
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An ideo tanttm veaeroft ut exires ? 

For, when Addifm was a ftudent at 
Oiefordy he fent vp this play to h^ 
friend Dryden^ as a proper perfoa 
to recommend > it to the theatre, if 
It deserved it} who returned it, 
with very great commendation \ bu| 
with his opinion, that, on the ftage, 
it coi)I<] not meet with its delved 
liicceis. But tho' the perform^ce 
was denied the theatre, it brought 
its author on the public ftage of 
Jife. For perfons in power inquir- 
ing foon after of the head of his 
college for ^ youth qf parts, ' Addi-^ 
Jon was ^recommended, and readily 
received,^ by means of the great re^ 
putation which Dryden had jud 

theo fp];$«4 of him above. 

There 
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There is this fimilitude betweeii 
the poet and the play 3 as this is 
inore fit for the clofet than the ilage ; 
ib, that flione brighter in private 
canverfation than on the' jpublic 
fccne. They both, had a fort of 
heal excellency, as the heathen gods 
a local ; divinity *; beyond fuch . a 
bound they^ unad mired; tod thefe^ 
tinadored. ' This puts me m mind 
of FlatOy who depied Homer to the 
public ; that Homer y which, when 
in his clofet^ was rarely out of his 
hand. Thus, tho' Cato is pot cal- 
culated to fignalize himfelf in the 
warm emotiofis of the theatre, yet 
we find him ^ mod amiable com- 
panion, in our calmer delights of 
recefs* 

» I 

■* 

Nptwithftanding what has ' been 
pfFered, this, in many views, is an 

cxquifii 
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exquiiite piec&. : Biit there is (o 

much more of art, than nature in 
it, that I can fcarce forbeax calling 
it, an exquiiite piece of ftatuary,. 

I 

fFbere thefmooth chifel alUtsJkillhasflHmfh 
Hop^ten intoflejh the rugged fione. , 

Addison* 

» 

That is, where art has taken great 
pains to labour 'undramatic matter 
into dramatic life ; which is impof^ 
fible. However, as it is, like Pyg- 
malimy we cannot but fell in love 
with it, and wifh it was alive. How 
would a ShahefpearCy or an Otway^ 
have anfwered our wifhes ? They 
would have outdone Prometheus^ 
and, with their heavenly fire, have 
given him not only life, but im- 
mortality. At their dramas (iuch 
is the force of nature] die poet is 
out of fight, quite hid behind his 
Fenusy never thought of, till the 

curtain 



[9+j 
curtain falls. Art brings our auttiof 

forward, he (lands before his piece ^ 

^lendidly indeed, but unfortunately} 

for the \yritcr muft be forgotten by 

his audience, during the repreienta^ 

tioOf if for ages he would be tt* 

jnembered by poderity. Jn. th« 

y theatre, as in life, delufion is the 
charm; and we are undelightcd, the 

v^ firil nxxnent we are undeceived^ 
Such demonftration have we^ tluit 
the theatre is not yet opened, in 
whick foiid happineft can be found 
by man; becaufe none are more 
than comparatively good ; and foUy 
has a corner in the heart of the 
wife. 

A genius fond of (^Haiheni 
{hould not be wedded to the tra-> 
gic mufe, which is in maurning / 

We 
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We want not ta be diverted at ati 
entertainment, where our greateft 
pleafure ariies fix>m the depth of 
our concern. But whence (by the 
way) this odd generation of plea- 
fore from pain ? The movement of 
onr melancholy paillons is plealknt, 
when we ourielves are fafe : Wc 
love to be at once, miferable, and 
unhurt : So are we made ; and (b 
made, perhaps, to {how us the di« 
vine goodne^ ; to fhow that none 
of our paffions were defig^ed to 
^ve us pain, except when being 
pain*d is for our advantage on the 
whole ; which is evident from this 
inftance, in which we fee, that paf- 
lions the moft painful a^minifler 
greatly, ibmetimes, to our delight. 
Since great names have accounted 
otherwife for this particular, I wifli 

this 
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this folution, though to me plrd* 
jbable, may not prove a miftak^. 

To clofe our thoughts on Cato i 
He who fees not much beauty in it, 
bas no tafte for poetry; he who 
fees nothing el(e, has no tafle fof 
the ftage. Whilft it juftifics cen- 
fure, it extorts applaufe. It is 
much to be admired, but little to 
be felt. Had it not been a tra- 
gedy, it had been immortal ; as 
it is a tragedy, its uncommon fatei 
fomewhat refembles his, who, fot 
conquering glorioufly, was con-s 
demn'd to die. Both flione, bu£ 
(hone fatally ; becaufe in breach of 
their refpedive laws, the laws of the 
drama, and the laws of arms. But 
bow rich in deputation muft that 
author be, who can (pare a Cat&^ 
without feeling the lofs ? 

Thai 



^ . ' ' ^ f *m ' 
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icarcc be feh ;* it W6uld fete but drop^^ 
ping a • firigfe featfer fr oiii A #i)ra^ 
that moyntsr him aboVe his cotem-^ 
poraries; He has a more refilled, 
decent, judicious^ and extenfive ge- 
hius, than Popey or iSwifti , Tb di^ 
ftinguifh this triumvirate from eatJi 
other, arid, Hke N^^tofij to difcbvei^ 
the different colours in thefe genuirief 
and meridian rays of literary light,' 
Swift is a fi.ngular wit. Pope a corredt 
.poet, Addifon 2l gre.ait author; Swifi 
looked on wit as th^ Jus divinum tO 
dominion and fway in the world j 
and eonfidered as tifurpatiori, all 
power that was lodged in perfons"^ of 
lefs fparklirig underftandings- This^ 
inclined him to tyranny iri wit y 
Pope was fomewhat of his opinion^ 
but was for foftening tyfahhyintQ 
kwful monarchy y yet were ^litsfe 
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fome ads of feverity in his reign. 

Addifons crown was eledive, he 
reigned by the public voice : 



Vokntes 



JPer popuks datjurUy viamque qffeSlat Olytnpo. 

ViRG. 

]§ut as good books afe the medi- 
Icine of the mind, if we fhould de- 
throne thefe authors, and confider 
theiii, not in their royal, but their 
'medicinal capacity, might it not 
then be faid, that Addifon pre- 
fcribed a wholefbme and pleafant 
regimen, which was utiiverfally re- 
lifhed, and did much good ; that 
T^^ope preferred a purgative of fatire, 
which, tho' wholeibme, was too 
painful in its operation ; and that 
Swift infifled on a large dofe of 
ipecacuanha, which, tho* readily 
fwailowed from the fame of the 
phyfician, yet, if the patient had 

any 
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any delicacy of tafte, he threw up 

the remedy, inAead of the difeaie ? 

Addifon wrote little in verfe, much 
in fweet, elegant, Virgilian^ prole ; 
(b let me call it, fince Longinus calls 
Herodotus moft Homeric, and iTyu- 
cydides is faid to have formed his 
ilyle on Pindar, Addifon % com- 
pofitions are built with the lineft 
materials, in the tafte of the an- 
tients, and (to fpeak his own lan*- 
guage) on truly Clajftc ground: 
And tho' they are the delight of 
the prefent age, yet am I perfuaded 
that they will receive more juftice 
from pofterity. I never read him, 
but 1 am ftruck with fuch a djf- 
Jheartening idea of perfedion, that I 
drop my pen. And, indeed, far fu^ 
perior writers jObould forget his com- 

H 2 , pofii 
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portions, if they would be greatl]^ 
plealcd with their own. 

And yet (perhaps you have not 
obferved it) what is the common 
language of the world, and even of 
his admirers, concerning him ? They 
tall him an elegant writer : That 
elegance which fhirtes On the furface' 
of his compofitions, feems to dazzle 
their uiiderftanding, and render it a 
little blind to the depth of fenti- 
ment, which lies beneath: Thus^ 
(hard fate I) he lofes reputation with 
them, by doubling his title to it^ 
Gn fubjeds the moft interefting^ 
and important, no author of hh 
^ge has written with greater, I had 
almoft faid, with equal weight : And 
they who commeiid him for his ele- 
gancCj pay him luch a fort of com- 
pliment, by their abftemious prilile,. 

as*' 
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as they would pay to Lf4cretia^ . if 
they fliould cojjimend her only fc^ 
Jier beauty, 

5ut you iay, that you know hi^ 
value already-'r-— You know, indeed^ 
the value of his writings, and clo^ 
with the world in thinking them 
immortal ; hut, I believe, you know 
not, that his name would have de- 
served immortality, thg' he had never 
written j and that, by a better title 
than the pen can give : You know 
too, that his life was amiable ; but, 
perhaps, you are ftill to learn, that 
his death was triumphant: That is 
g glory granted to very few : And 
the paternal hand of Providence, 
which, fometimes, fnatches home 
its beloved children in a moment, 
muft convince us, that it is a glory 
of no great coaafequence to the. dy- 

H 3 hi^ 
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ing individual ; that, when it is 
granted, it is granted chiefly for the 
fake of ^e furviving world, which 
may profit by his pious example, to 
whom is indulged the ftrength, and 
opportunity to make his virtue fhine 
out brighteft at the point of death : 
And, here, permit me to take no- 
tice, that the world will, probably, 
profit more by a pious example of 
lay^extradion, than by one born of 
the church ; the latter being, ullially, 
taxed with an abatement of influence 
by the bulk of mankind : Therefore, 
to fmotlier a bright example of this 
fuperior good irifluence, may be re- 
puted a fort of murder injurious to 
the living, and unjuft to the dead. 

s * 

Such an example have we in Ad-- 
difon ; which, tho' hitherto fup- 
prefled, yet, when once known, is ih- 

fup-. 
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fupprefllble, of a nature too rare, too 
ftriking to be forgotten. For, after 
a long, and. manly, but vain ftruggle 
with his diftemper, he difmifled his 
phyficians, and with them all hopes 
of life : But with his hopes of life 
he difinifled not his concern for the 

ft 

living, but lent for a youth nearly 
related, and finely accompliflied, yet 
net above being the better for good 
imprelHons from a dying friend : He 
came ; but life now glimmering in 
the focket, the dying friend was 
filent : After a decent, and proper 
paule, the youth laid, " Dear Sir ! 
you fent for me : I believe, and 
I hope, that you have fome com- 
" mands; I Ihall hold them moft 
" facred :" May diftant ages not 
only hear, but feel, the reply ! jPprci- 
bly grafping the youth's hand, he 
foftly faid, ^* See in what peace a 

H^ "Chriftiant 






f^ (phriftian cajti die," He ippke 
with diiHculty, and foon expirjcd.. 
f ihro' grace divine^ how great i^ 
plan I Thrp' divine mercy, how 



ftjjQglcfs dearfi ! Who ^opld not tjiusi 




? 



What an in^flicpsable legacy ijrcrq 
thofeykw dying words to the yoiuth 
l)elpved ? WJi^t a glorious fupple- 
mept to jiis own valuable fragment 
qn tlie truth of Chriftianity ? What 
a full dempnftration, that his f^pcy 
could not feign beyond what his 
virtue could rdach? For when he 
wxDiftld ftrike us imoft -ftroogly ^ith 
|1» grandeur of Reman magpajii- 
mity, his dyiri^ hero h enno^ledl' 
with this fidiHme fentiment, 

-fFkfk yet I Ihe, let nte not live in vain, 

Cato. 



♦> 



But hoty much jmtt fublime i» 

< , • ' • ♦ • . . .* 

tha^t 
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ithat featiment when realized ia life ; 
when difpelling the languors, and 
appealing the pains of a laft hour j 
iand brightening widh illuftrious ac* 
tion tjie dark avenue, and all-awfiil 
confines of an eternity ?• When his 
Jbul icarce animated his body, ftrong 
faith, and ardent chanty, animated 
liis foul into divine ambition of 
faving more than his own. It is for 
our honour, and our advantage, to 
hold him high in our efteem : For 
the better men are, the more they 
will admire him ; and the more 
they admire him, the better will 
^ey be. 

By undrawing the long-clofed 
curtain of his death-bed, have I not 
{bowed you a ftranger in him whom 
ypu knew fo well ? Is not this of 
your favonrite author, 



[ io6 ] 
'Notd major imago f Vijig. 

His compofitions arc ,but a noble 
prefape ; the grand work is his 
4eath: That is a work which is 
read in heaven : ^ovv has it join*d 
^he final approbation of angels Xo 
the previous applaufe of men ? Hovjr 
glorioufly has he opened a fplendid 
path, thro* fame immortal, into 
eternal peace ? flow has he given 
religion to triumph amid ft the ruins 
of his nature ? And, ftronger than 
death, rifen higher in virtue when 
breathing his laft ? 

If all our men of genius had fo 
breathed their laft j if all our men 
of genius, like him, had been men 
of genius . for eternals ; then^ had 
we never been pained by the report 
of a latter end — r-oh ! how unlike 
to this ? But a little to balance pur 

pain, 

4 
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pain, let us confider, that fuch re- 
ports as make us, at once, adore, 
and tremble, are of ufe, when too 
many there are, who muft tremble 
before they will adore ; and who 
convince us, to our fhame, that the 
fureft refuge of our endangered vir- 
tue is in the fears and terrors of the 
difmgenuous human heart, 



" But reports, you fay, may be 
falfe ; and you farther afk me. 
If all reports were true, how came 
an anecdote of fo much honour 
to human nature, as mine, to lie 
fo long unknown ? What inaufpi- 
cious planet interpofed to lay its 
luflre under fo lafHng and fb 
furprifing an eclipfe ?" 



The fad is indifputably true ; nor 
^e you to rely on me for the truth 

of 
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pf it : My report is but a fecond 
edition: It was publiflied before, 
tho' obfcurdy, and with a cloud be- 
fore it. As clouds before the fun are 
often beautiful ; fo, this of which 
I fpeak. How finely pathetic ar^ 
thole two lines, which this fo folemq 
' and offering fcene infpired?- 

« 

He taught us honv to live y and^ oh ! too high 
ji price for knowlege^ taught us how to die^ 

TiCKEXL, 

With truth wrapped in darknefe^ 
fo lung our oracle to the public, 
but explained himfelf to me : He 
was prefent at . his patron's death^ 
and that account of it here given, he 
gave to me before his eyes were dry ; 
By what means Addifon taught us 
hmso to diey the poet left to be made 
known by a late, .and lefs able hand ; 
but one. more zealous for his patron's. 



glory : Zealoiis, and impotent, as 
the poor JEgyftian^ who gather' d 
a few fplinters of a broken boat^ asl 
a funeral pile for the great Pompeii 
ftudious of doing honour ta fo re- 
nown'd a name i Yet had not thisf 
poor plank (permit me, here, fa 
to call this imperfed page) beea 
thrown out, the chief article, of his 
patron's glory would probably have 
been funk for ever, and late ages 
have received but a fragment of hit 
fame : A fragment glorious, indeed^ 
for his genius how bright ! But to 
commend him for compofition, tho' 
immortal, is detradlicn now ; if there 
otir encomium ends : Let us. look 
farther to that concluding fcene^ 
which fpoke human nature not un-^ 
related to the divine* To that let 
us. pay the long, and large arreax of 
our greatly pofthumous applaufe. 

This 
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This you will think a long di- 
greffion ; and juftly; if that may be 
called a digreflion, which was my 
chief inducement for writing at all : 
I had long wifhed to deliver up to 
the public this facred depofit, which 
by Ptovidence was lodged in my 
hands J and I entered on the prefenlf 
undertaking partly as an introdudion 
to thjlt, which is more worthy to 
fee the light; of which I gave an 
intimation in the beginning of my 
letter: For this is the mdnumental 
marble there itientioned, to which I 
promifed to condudl ydu ; this is 
the fepulchral lamp^ the long-hidden 
luftre of our accompHfhed coiintrj- 
naan, who nowrifes, as from his tomb, 
to receive the regard fo greatly due to 
the dignity of his death ; a death to 
be diftinguiflied by tears of joy j a 
death which angels beheJd with d^- 



[Ill] 

And fhall that, which would have 
ihone conspicuous amid the refplen- 
dent lights of Chriftiaijity's glorious 
morn, by thefe dark days be dropped 
into oblivion ? Dropped it is ; and 
dropped by our facred, auguft, and 
ample regifter of renown, which has 
entered in its marble-memoirs the 
dim fplendor of far inferior worth : 
Tho* fo lavifh of praife, and fo talk- 
ative of the dead, yet is it filent on 
a fubjed:, which (if any) might have 
taught its unletter'd ftones to ipeak : 
If powers were not wanting, a mo-* 
nument more durable than thofe of 
marble, fhould proudly rife in this 
ambitious page, to the new, and 
i^ nobler Addifon^ than that which 
you, and the public, have fo long, 
and fo much admired : Nor this na- 
tion only ; for it is Europe^ Addiforiy 
as well as ours ; thp' Europe knows. 

not 



not half his title to her efteefh ; 
being as yet uncohfcious that the 
crying Addifon far outfhines her Ad-^ 
dtfon immortal: Would we refcmble' 
him ? Let us not limit our ambi- 
tion to the leaft illuftrious part or 
his character ; heads, indeed^ are" 
crowned on earth; but hearts only 
are crowned in heaven: A truths 
Ivhich^ in Aich an age of authors j 
fhould not be forgotten. 

It i^ pioufly to be hoped, that thisf 
narrative may have fome efFed:, fined 
all liften, when a death-bed ipeaks y 
&nd regard the perfon departing- asr 
an a£lor of a part, which the great 
mafter of the drama has appoirtecP 
ts to perform to-morrow i This was 
a Rofcius on the ftage of life 5 ]mt 
exit how great ? Ye lovers of vir-^ 
tue ! plaudite : And let usy my 

friend l 



V. 
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friend I ever *' remember his end, 

*' as well as our own, that we may 
** never do amifs.'* I 'am, 

Dear Sir, 

Your moji ohliged^ 

humble Servant ^ 

P. S. How far AMifon is an 
Original^ you will fee in my next ; 
where I dcfcend from this confccrated 
ground into his fublunary praile : 
And great is the defcent, tho' into 
noble heights of intelle^ual power* 
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